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MOTIVATION AND LEARNING: SOME STUDIES OF 
THE PHENOMENON OF DIFFERENTIAL MOTI-
VATIONAL CONTROL OF THE UTILIZA-
TION OF HABITS 
RonERT LEEPER 
This group of studies is composed of seven experiments with 
rats. Most of these experiments were maze studies in which rats 
were required to choose one route when influenced Ly one motive, 
and another route when, on irregularly alternated days, the rats were 
affected by a second motive. Hunger and thirst were the two mo-
tives used in most of the experiments, but one experiment demon-
strated that similar results could he obtained with motivations 
resulting from short-time qualitative dietary deficiencies. The ex-
periments showed that rats can learn rather readily to govern their 
response to a constant external situation in terms of a varying 
motivation, provided the different features of the external situation 
are rather clearly identifiaLle for the rat, and provided that the rat 
is permitted, on his incorrect trials, to find the goal-material not 
desired at that time. The results seem to support a sharp re-inter-
pretation of the law of effect, seeming to indicate that the signi-
ficance of motivation for learning lies almost entirely in the two 
fields of discovery of solution and utilization of habits, rather than 
in the field of the fixation of associations. 
DEPART~1ENT OF PSYCHOI,OGY, 
CORNELL COLLEGE, 
MT. VERNON, IowA. 
VARIATIONS IN ELECTRICAL RESISTANCE OF THE 
SKIN IN NE\YBORN INF ANTS 
M. A. \VENGJ~R AND 0. c. IRWIN 
Measurements were made of the large variations in apparent 
electrical resistance of the skin of fifteen newLorn infants. Read-
ings were taken every five minutes over two hour periods using a 
unidirectional current technique, The purpose of the experiment 
wcrs ta check Richter's hypothesis that increases in palmar resist-
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